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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
RUTHIN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Rural  District  during  the  year  1955. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  I would  like  to  thank  the  Members 
of  the  Council  and  the  various  Committees  for  their  co-operation 
during  the  year  and  we  would  thank  the  other  Officials  and  members 
of  the  staff  for  the  assistance  they  have  given  us  at  all  times. 

Yours  faithfully, 

M.  JONES-ROBERTS. 

The  Chairmen  of  the  Council  and  Committees  during  the  year 
were: — 

Chairman  of  the  Council: — 

January— May  1955:  Mr.  EDWARD  ROBERTS. 

June— December  1955:  Mr.  I.  ab  IORWERTH. 
Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee: — 

January — May  1955:  Mr.  W.  R.  JONES. 

June — December  1955:  Mr.  W.  R.  JONES. 

Chairman  of  the  Housing  Committee: — 

January— May  1955:  Mr.  D.  M.  WILLIAMS. 

June— December  1955:  Rev.  W.  ROGER  HUGHES. 


! GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Area  of  the  district  98,651  Acres 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  (mid  1955)  9,540 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  3,069 

Rateable  Value  £45,346 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £177/12/11 

Population 


The  estimated  population  has  decreased  by  20,  i.e.  from  9,560 
in  1954  to  9,540  in  1955. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  has  increased  from  3,041  in 
1954  to  3,069  in  1955,  an  increase  of  28. 

Deaths 

Comparability  Factor  0.92 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  1955  was  119  (70  Males 
and  49  Females)  compared  with  117  (55  Males  and  62  Females) 
deaths  registered  in  1954. 

England  and 
Wales 


Crude  death  rate  (per  1,000  population) 

1955 

11.7 

1954 

12.24 

1955 

12.37 

Corrected  death  rate  (per  1,000  popula- 
tion)   

_ 

11.26 

11.38 

Still-birth  rate  

23.1 

0.10 

0.63 

Maternal  Mortality  rate 

0.64 

Nil 

Nil 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (per  1,000 
births)  

live 

24.9 

18.63 

51.85 

The  causes  of  death  are  shown 

in  the  following  table  with  the 

number  of  deaths  for  1954  shown  for  comparison: 

Total. 

1954 

Total. 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory  — 1 

1955 

Males.  Females 
1 — 

Tuberculosis — Other  

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Syphilitic  Diseases  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  

— 

1 

1 

— 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  Diseases — Stomach  

6 

7 

5 

2 

Lungs,  etc.  ... 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Breast  

— 

3 

— 

3 

Uterus  

— 

1 

— 

1 

Other  

15 

8 

5 

3 

Total  Cancer  Deaths  

22 

20 

11 

9 

3 


Leukaemia  

— 

1 



1 

Diabetes  

— 

1 



1 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system  

25 

20 

12 

8 

Coronary  Diseases  

11 

15 

9 

6 

Hypertension  with  heart  diseases  . . . 

7 

1 

1 

— 

Other  heart  diseases  

25 

23 

14 

9 

Other  circulatory  diseases  

6 

6 

3 

3 

Influenza  

1 

— 





Pneumonia  

2 

1 

1 



Bronchitis  

3 

4 

3 

1 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

— 

2 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach,  etc 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Gastritis,  diarrhoea,  etc 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Prostatic  Hyperplasis  

— 

2 

2 

- — 

Maternal  causes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations  

— 

1 

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  dis- 
eases   

7 

16 

9 

7 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

— 

1 

1 

— 

All  other  accidents  

4 

2 

1 

1 

Suicide  

— 

— 

— 



Homicide  

— 

— 

— 

— 

ALL  CAUSES  

117 

119 

70 

49 

The  deaths  occurred  in  the  following 

age  groups: 

— 

Under  1 year  7 (5  Males  and  2 Females). 

1 — 10  years  Nil 

10 — 20  years  1 (Male). 

20 — 30  years  Nil 

30 — 40  years  5 (4  Males  and  1 Female). 

40 — 50  years  1 (Male). 

50 — 60  years  7 (6  Males  and  1 Female). 

60 — 70  years  23  (13  Males  and  10  Females). 

70 — 80  years  43  (24  Males  and  19  Females). 

80 — 90  years  30  (15  Males  and  15  Females). 

90  year  and  over  2 (1  Male  and  1 Female). 


Total 119  (70  Males  and  49  Females). 


One  hundred  and  nineteen  deaths  were  registered  in  1955 
compared  with  117  during  1954.  Of  these  119  deaths,  98  occurred 
in  persons  aged  60  years  and  over. 

The  death  rate  has  increased  slightly  from  11.26  in  1954  to  11.38 
in  1955  compared  with  11.7  for  England  and  Wales. 
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There  was  one  death  from  tuberculosis  in  a person  aged  31  years, 
who  contracted  pneumonia  and  died  in  hospital. 

There  were  two  deaths  from  other  infectious  diseases,  namely  one 
from  pneumonia  in  a person  aged  80  years  and  one  from  polio- 
myelitis in  a male  aged  41  years. 

There  were  twenty  deaths  from  cancer  compared  with  twenty-two 
in  1954,  one  of  these  being  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung. 

Deaths  from  heart  and  vascular  lesions  amounted  to  sixty-five 
compared  with  seventy -four  in  1954. 

There  were  three  accidental  deaths.  One  of  these  was  a motor 
vehicle  accident.  The  other  two  were  caused  by  overturning 
tractors. 

Maternal  Mortality 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  is  Nil,  the  same  as  for  the  previous 
year  and  compared  with  0.64  for  England  and  Wales. 

There  was  one  transferable  death  registered  as  (la)  Cardiac 
failure,  (2)  Recent  labour,  which  related  to  a person  from  the  area 
who  died  in  hospital.  The  Registrar  General  was  contacted  about 
this  through  the  County  Health  Dept,  and  information  was  received 
that  this  case  was  not  counted  as  a maternal  death. 

Infant  Deaths 

The  infant  mortality  rate  of  51.85  is  higher  than  the  rate  for 
the  previous  year,  which  was  18.63,  and  higher  than  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1955.  which  was  24.9. 

The  actual  number  of  infant  deaths  was  seven.  Four  of  these 
were  quadruplets  born  prematurely  in  hospital  and  lived  for  6 hours, 
8 hours,  14  hours  and  17  hours. 

Of  the  three  other  deaths,  one  died  aged  14  hours  and  death  was 
due  to  stelectasis  and  prematurity.  The  baby  was  born  in  hospital 
and  it  appears  that  death  could  not  have  been  avoided  by  better 
ante-natal  supervision. 

One  baby  died  at  the  age  of  1 month  due  to  asphyxia  due  to 
suffocation  resulting  from  contact  with  bed  clothes  whilst  sleeping 
in  a cot.  The  home  conditions  were  excellent  and  death  was  due 
to  misadventure. 

The  other  death  was  a child  aged  2 months  who  died  from 
congenital  heart  disease.  Death  was  unavoidable  and  neither  better 
ante-natal  care  or  attendance  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  could 
have  prevented  it. 


5 


Still-Births 

The  still-birth  rate  for  the  year  is  0.63,  which  is  higher  than 
during  the  previous  year  when  it  was  0.10.  The  actual  number  of 
still-births  was  six  compared  with  only  one  in  1954. 

The  total  loss  of  infant  life  during  the  year  was  thirteen. 


Births 


Comparability  Factor  1.02 

The  number  of  births  relating  to  residents  in  the  Rural  District 
were  135  (68  Males  and  67  Females)  compared  with  161  births 
(81  Males  and  80  Females)  in  1954.  These  were  classified  as 
follows: — 


Males.  Females.  Total. 

Legitimate  65  64  129 

Illegitimate  3 3 6 


Total  68  67  135 


England  and 
Wales 

1955  1954  1955 

Crude  Birth  rate  (per  1,000  population)  15.0  16.84  14.15 

Corrected  Birth  rate  (per  1,000  popula- 
tion)   — 17.18  14.43 

Infectious  Diseases 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  during  1955  arranged  in  the  various  age  groups. 
The  number  of  cases  notified  during  1954  is  given  in  the  first  column 
for  comparison. 

At  Ages. 


Whooping  Cough  14  10  — 6 3 1 — — — — — 

Poliomyelitis  — Paralytic  1 2 — — — 1 1 — — — 2 

Poliomyelitis  — non- 

Paralytic  — — — — — — — — — — — 

Suspected  Poliomyelitis  — 2 — — 1 — — 1 — — 2 

Anthrax  Observation  ...  1 — — — — — — — — — — 

Measles  38  155  3 60  82  1 3 1 — 5 — 

Pneumonia  1 6 — 1 4 — — — — 1 1 

Dysentry  — 1 — — 1 — — — — — 1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1012  — — 1 4 — 3 4 — 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis   3 4 — 1 1 — — 1 1 — — 

Totals  70  194  3 68  94  8 4 6 5 6 6 
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) The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  (including  tuber- 
culosis) notified  during  the  year  was  194  compared  with  70  cases 
notified  during  1954.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  notified 
was  due  to  an  epidemic  of  measles  which  began  in  November  1954, 
155  cases  being  notified  compared  with  38  cases  in  1954. 

Two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified.  These  occurred  in 
different  districts  and  there  was  no  connection  between  them. 

Ten  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  during  1955  com- 
pared with  14  the  previous  year.  There  appears  to  be  fewer  cases 
of  whooping  cough  notified  now  and  it  is  hoped  that  immunisation 
against  this  disease  is  responsible  for  this  decrease. 

There  were  6 cases  of  pneumonia  notified  compared  with  one 
in  1954. 

One  case  of  dysentry  was  notified  after  the  patient  had  been 
admitted  to  hospital.  The  case  was  thoroughly  investigated,  but 
the  source  of  infection  was  not  traced  and  no  further  cases  were 
notified. 

Two  cases  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  were  notified,  but  there  was 
no  connection  between  these  — they  occurred  in  different  districts. 
One  patient  died  in  hospital. 

Two  cases  of  suspected  non-paralytic  poliomyelitis  were  admitted 
to  hospital.  After  investigation  the  diagnoses  were  changes  to 
subarachnoid  haemorrhage  and  appendicitis. 

The  under-mentioned  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
by  various  Head  Teachers  during  the  year.  These  cases  were  in 
addition  to  the  ones  entered  in  the  above  table: — 


Mumps  36 

Measles  49 

Impetigo  4 

Chicken  Pox  2 

Whooping  Cough  4 


It  is  very  difficult  to  follow  up  all  these  cases.  In  several  instances 
the  general  practitioners  attending  the  children  were  contacted  as 
no  notification  had  been  received  in  respect  of  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough,  and  the  reason  for  this  was  found  to  be  that  the 
parents  had  not  called  in  the  doctor  to  see  the  child. 

During  1955,  twelve  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified 
compared  with  10  the  previous  year,  and  4 cases  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  compared  with  3 in  1954.  The  lesions 
were  in  glands  of  neck,  groin,  anal  canal  and  kidney.  The  milk 
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supplies  in  respect  of  the  non-pulmonary  cases  were  investigated  / 
and  in  each  case  it  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Two  other  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  added  to  the 
register  during  the  year,  the  patients  having  come  to  reside  in  the 
district  from  other  areas.  Ten  cases  were  removed  from  the  register 
during  1955,  five  patients  having  left  the  area,  four  had  recovered 
and  one  died. 

The  state  of  the  tuberculosis  register  at  the  beginning  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  as  follows: — 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


Number  on  register  on 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

1st  January  1955  

Number  on  register  on 

31 

27 

11 

6 

31st  December  1955  ... 

32 

34 

13 

7 

Twelve  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  admitted  to  hospitals  or 
sanatoria  during  the  year  and  four  cases  were  discharged  during 
the  same  period. 

There  is  no  precise  information  available  about  the  influenza 
epidemic  which  occurred  in  the  district.  It  became  general  in  the 
western  side  of  the  County  in  the  earlier  part  of  1954  and  gradually 
spread  to  the  eastern  side  during  the  beginning  of  1955. 

PREVENTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough 

Again  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  during  the  year, 
which  shows  that  immunisation  against  this  disease  is  most  effective. 
The  fact  that  there  are  so  few  cases  of  whooping  cough  also  shows 
that  immunisation  against  it  is  satisfactory.  It  is  hoped  that 
whooping  cough  will  eventually  disappear  from  the  community,  but 
this  will  depend  on  the  immunisation  state  of  the  child  population. 

The  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  inoculations  are  given 
together  in  one  injection  and  three  of  these  injections  are  given  at 
monthly  intervals.  In  the  past,  the  first  injection  was  given  at  the 
age  of  six  months,  but  in  future  the  injections  will  be  given  at  the 
ages  of  three,  four  and  five  months.  The  reason  for  this  is  that 
babies  are  liable  to  get  whooping  cough  when  they  are  very  young 
and  the  damage  done  to  their  lungs  may  be  serious  at  this  stage. 
A booster  injection  is  given  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  child 
begins  school.  From  January  1956  this  first  booster  injection  is  to 
be  a combined  one  against  both  diseases.  The  booster  injection 
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given  when  the  child  is  aged  ten  years  will,  from  January  1956,  be 
given  at  eight  years  of  age. 

It  is  most  important  that  parents  should  make  certain  that  their 
children  do  not  miss  these  injections.  They  can  be  given  by  the 
child’s  own  doctor,  at  the  Clinic  or  at  the  school. 


The  number  of  children  immunised  during  1955 
follows: — 


Whooping 

Cough. 

Under  5 years  ...  — 

Over  5 years  ...  — 


Combined 

Diphtheria.  Whooping  Cough 
only.  and  Diphtheria. 

15  93 

6 1 


was  as 


Booster. 

259 


Smallpox 

I have  time  and  again  stressed  the  importance  of  vaccination 
against  smallpox,  as  this  is  most  essential.  Vaccination  has  been 
carried  out  at  the  Clinics  when  babies  are  aged  three  months.  Due 
to  the  fact  that  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping 
cough  is  going  to  be  carried  out  at  an  earlier  age,  babies  will  be 
vaccinated  at  the  Clinic  when  they  are  eight  weeks  old. 

Vaccinations  can  be  given  by  the  child’s  own  doctor  or  at  the 
Clinic. 

The  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out  during  the  year  was  as 


follows: — 

Number  given  primary  vaccination  99 

Number  re-vaccinated  8 


Tuberculosis 

All  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  followed  up  by  the  Tuber- 
culosis Health  Visitor  who  sends  a report  on  the  housing  conditions 
to  me.  Any  defects  found  are  followed  up  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  myself,  and  if,  in  our  opinion,  the  family  should  be  re-housed, 
a letter  is  sent  to  the  Housing  Committee. 

Contacts  are  followed  up  and  arrangements  are  made  for  them 
to  be  examined  by  the  Chest  Physician,  for  X-ray  and  for  vaccina- 
tion by  B.C.G.  when  necessary. 

Arrangements  for  mass  vaccination  of  infants  and  children  has 
not  yet  vbeen  carried  out  by  the  County  Health  Service. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  did  not  visit  the  Rural  District 
during  the  year. 

The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  regarding 
infectious  diseases  was  as  follows: — 

Number  of  visits  to  investigate  cases  of 


Infectious  Diseases  39 

Number  of  premises  disinfected  15 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  DISTRICT 


Laboratory  Service 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Conway  is  under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  Kingsley  Smith.  Samples  of  water,  milk  and  ice-cream  are 
regularly  sent  there  for  bacteriological  examination.  Various  other 
types  of  bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  to  aid  in  the 
diagnosis  of  illness,  e.g.  food  poisoning,  scarlet  fever,  meningitis, 
etc. 

Ambulance  Service 

This  service  is  controlled  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

There  are  four  ambulance  stations  in  the  Western  No.  2 Health 
Area,  situated  at  Denbigh,  Ruthin,  Llanrwst  and  Cerrig-y-Drudion, 
with  one  ambulance  at  each  station.  The  ambulance  station  at 
Llangernyw  ceased  on  31/3/55. 

Each  station  is  manner  by  voluntary  personnel.  To  supplement 
the  ambulances,  use  is  made  of  voluntary  drivers  of  the  W.V.S. 
Hospital  Car  Service  and  local  taxi  proprietors  for  the  conveyance 
of  sitting  cases.  Ambulances  for  the  conveyance  of  infectious  cases 
are  sent  from  the  hospitals  concerned  at  Wrexham  and  Colwyn  Bay. 

The  following  is  given  for  the  information  of  the  Council  and 
the  numbers  refer  to  cases  conveyed  by  the  various  ambulances 
and  the  milage  for  the  year. 


Name  oi 

No.  of  Cases 

Total 

Ambulance. 

Area  Served. 

Conveyed. 

Mileage. 

Cerrig-y-Drudion 

Upper  Hiraethog 

85 

3.407 

Denbigh. 

Denbigh  Borough, 
Parts  of  Aled  R.D., 
and  Ruthin  R.D. 

459 

8,070 

Llangernyw 

Llangernyw,  Gwytherin, 
Pandy  Tudur  and  part 
of  Eglwysbach 

4 

164 

Llanrwst 

Llanrwst  and  District 

160 

5,245 

Ruthin 

Ruthin  Borough  and 
Ruthin  R.D. 

413 

11,899 

Cases  Conveyed  by  Sitting  Case  Cars 

No.  of 
Journeys. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

Mileage. 

1955.  January  .. 

165 

443 

February 

132 

375 

6.386 

March 

200 

544 

8,565 

April  

174 

446 

8.199 

10 


May  

202 

541 

8,919 

June  

204 

614 

8.997 

July  

200 

587 

8,804 

August  

216 

658 

9,973 

September  

184 

498 

9,198 

October  

185 

507 

7,586 

November  

199 

629 

8,386 

December  

194 

562 

7,313 

Totals  

2,255 

6.404 

99,483 

Mental  Health  Service 

This  service  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Orthopaedic  Clinics 

These  clinics  are  held  at  Rhyl  and  Wrexham  Hospitals  weekly. 
Clinics  are  also  held  every  first  and  third  Wednesday  mornings 
each  month  at  the  Denbigh  Clinic.  Surgeons  from  Oswestry 
Orthopaedic  Hospital  attend  once  every  two  months  at  the  Denbigh 
Clinic. 

Clinics  are  also  held  at  Corwen  on  the  second  and  fourth  Tuesday 
each  month,  with  the  Surgeons  from  Oswestry  Orthopaedic  Hospital 
attending  once  every  three  months. 

Patients  from  the  rural  district  attend  whichever  clinic  is  the 
most  convenient  for  them. 

Venereal  Diseases 

Clinics  are  held  at  hospitals  in  Llandudno,  Wrexham,  Chester 
and  Bangor. 

Tuberculosis  Clinics 

Patients  from  the  rural  district  attend  the  Chest  Clinic  held  every 
Wednesday  morning  at  Denbigh,  or  at  the  weekly  clinic  held  at 
Wrexham  and  Rhyl,  whichever  is  the  most  convenient  for  them. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

No  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  in  the  rural  district,  but  cases  may 
be  referred  by  the  patient’s  doctor  to  the  Local  Authority’s  Con- 
sultant Clinic  which  is  held  at  Denbigh  Clinic  on  alternate  Friday 
mornings  or  at  Wrexham  on  Wednesday  mornings. 

Some  patients  attend  the  routine  Ante-Natal  Clinic  which  is  held 
in  Denbigh  Clinic  on  alternate  Wednesday  mornings. 
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Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

There  are  no  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  held  in  the  Rural  District, 
but  mothers  attend  with  their  babies  at  the  Clinics  which  are  held 
at  Ruthin  on  Tuesday  afternoons  or  at  Denbigh  on  Wednesday 
afternoons.  These  clinics  are  well  attended  as  shown  by  the 
following  figures: — 

DENBIGH  CLINIC  RUTHIN  CLINIC 


1st  Visits 
Re-visits 

Total 


128  1st  Visits  123 

1276  Re-visits  1111 

1404  Total  1234 


Welfare  Foods  and  Cow  and  Gate  Dried  Milk  are  available 
during  the  clinic  sessions,  and  Welfare  Foods  are  available  at 
40  Well  Street,  Ruthin,  and  at  the  Denbigh  Clinic  on  Friday  after- 
noons. Depots  are  also  open  in  the  various  villages  for  the  con- 
venience of  mothers  who  are  unable  to  get  to  the  clinics  for  the 
foods. 

No  transport  has  been  arranged  to  convey  mothers  and  babies 
to  the  Ruthin  and  Denbigh  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  from  the  rural 
districts. 

Dental  Clinics 

These  clinics  are  held  once  a month  at  the  Denbigh  Clinic,  but 
no  cases  from  the  rural  district  were  referred  for  treatment  during 
the  year. 


Nursing  Services 

Number  of  Home  Helps  9 

Number  of  Health  Visitors  2 

Number  of  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  ...  2 

Number  of  District  Nurses  4 


(Another  Nurse  is  available  for  relief  duties). 


Foods 

Number  of  visits  made  to  bakehouses  3 

Number  of  visits  made  to  food  premises  125 


In  most  instances,  the  premises  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  but 
there  were  some  which  did  not  come  up  to  standard.  Foods  liable 
to  contamination,  e.g.  cooked  meats,  cream  cakes,  etc.,  are  being 
exposed  to  customers’  coughs  and  sneezes  and  where  they  can  be 
easily  handled.  In  several  cases,  washing  facilities  for  the  staff  were 
not  adequate  and  rarely  does  one  see  tongs  used  for  handling  food. 
The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1956,  will  strengthen  the  hands  of 
the  local  authority  considerably.  These  Regulations  provide  for  a 
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x constant  supply  of  hot  water,  a washing-up  sink  and  a separate 
) wash-hand  basin  with  soap  and  towels  and  nail  brush.  First  aid 
material  must  be  readily  available.  Lockers  or  a room  must  be 
provided  to  store  outdoor  clothing  belonging  to  the  staff,  and  no 
tobacco  may  be  used  in  food  premises.  Rules  are  also  laid  down 
as  to  the  type  of  wrapping  paper  to  be  used,  and  foods  must  be 
stored  at  a certain  temperature. 

The  Regulations  come  into  force  on  1st  January  1956,  but  the 
installing  of  wash-hand  basins,  etc.,  will  not  come  into  force  until 
1st  July  1956,  thus  giving  the  proprietor  time  to  instal  these.  A 
precis  of  these  Regulations  has  been  sent  to  all  food  premises  and 
advice  will  be  given  to  any  individual  food  handler  on  request  to 
the  Medical  Officer  or  Sanitary  Inspector.  Also,  any  complaint  by 
customers  of  irregularities  in  the  serving  of  foods  will  be  investiga- 
ted. 

Although  certificates  of  exemption  may  be  granted  in  certain 
instances,  a high  standard  should  be  aimed  at  from  the  beginning 
and  should  be  applicable  to  public  and  private  traders. 

The  public  should  become  interested  in  the  cleanliness  of  food 
and  should  frequent  only  those  food  premises  where  there  is  a high 
standard  of  hygiene.  Foods  offered  by  dirty  hands,  people  in  dirty 
overalls,  foods  improperly  handled,  and  foods  exposed  to  dust,  flies, 
etc.,  should  be  refused. 

Ice  Cream 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  within  the  district. 
Twenty-two  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice 
cream,  and  vehicles  from  adjoining  districts  retail  ice  cream  in  the 
area  during  the  summer  months.  Vehicles  and  premises  were 
periodically  inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Milk  Supplies 

Several  samples  of  milk  were  sent  for  bacteriological  and  bio- 
logical examination  during  the  year,  but  none  showed  the  presence 
of  Brucellosis. 

One  routine  sample  taken  from  a T.T.  herd  by  the  County 
Sanitary  Officer  showed  it  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli.  This  matter 
was  discussed  with  the  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries,  and  action  under  Section  20  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations  was  taken.  On  clinical  examination  of  the 
herd,  one  cow  was  suspected  and  was  put  under  restriction.  The 
milk  from  the  herd  was  diverted  for  pasteurisation.  Further  samples 
of  milk  taken  by  the  Veterinary  Officer  and  the  County  Sanitary 
Officer  proved  negative. 
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The  farmer  claimed  compensation  for  the  loss  sustained  by  him 
and  this  was  paid  in  September  1955,  the  Ministry  paying  75%  of 
the  claim.  A further  claim  was  submitted  to  the  Council  by  the 
farmer,  but  this  was  under  consideration  by  the  Ministry  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 


COUNTY  OF  DENBIGH 


Particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
in  the  Ruthin  Rural  District,  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December  1955. 


Article. 

No. 

Taken. 

Genuine. 

Not  Genuine,  or 
Sub-standard. 

MILK  

6 

6 

— 

Butter  

1 

1 

— 

Cooking  Fat  

1 

1 

— 

Baking  Powder  . . . . 

1 

1 

— 

Tinned  Peas  

1 

1 

— 

Sausages  

1 

1 

— 

Vinegar  

1 

1 

— 

Rice  

1 

1 

. — 

Ice  Cream  

1 

1 

— 

Jam  

1 

1 

— 

Cocoa  

1 

1 

— 

Gin  

1 

1 

— 

Totals  

17 

17 

— 

All  samples  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  free  from 
all  prohibited  preservatives  and  colouring  matter. 

THOS.  H.  EVANS, 

17  Vicarage  Hill,  Chief  Inspector, 

WREXHAM.  County  of  Denbigh. 

Condemned  Foodstuffs 

The  following  articles  of  food  were  condemned  during  the  year 
as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption: — 

7 doz.  Tubs, 

2 doz.  Choc  Ices, 

8 doz.  Wafers  of  Ice  Cream. 

6 X 15  oz.  Tins  of  Corsair  Brand  Pilchards. 

4 X 1 lb.  2\  oz.  Tins  of  Smedley’s  Tinned  Carrots. 

8 X 14  oz.  Tins  of  Arrigoni,  Italian  Tomatoes. 

3 X 15|  oz.  Tins  of  Corbatch  Blackcurrants. 
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1 X 1 lb.  13  oz.  Tin  of  S.P.C.  Peaches. 

1 X oz.  Tin  of  Estoril  Sardines. 

1 X 1 lb.  2 oz.  Tin  of  Smedley’s  Garden  Beetroot. 

1 X 16  oz.  Tin  of  Heinz  Baked  Beans. 

1 X 1 lb.  3 oz.  Tin  of  Batchelor’s  Processed  Peas. 

3x2  Pint  Tins  of  Carnation  Evaporated  Milk. 

1 X 14^  oz.  Tin  of  Montezuma  Italian  Peeled  Tomatoes. 

Slaughterhouses 

There  is  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  area,  situated  in  the 
parish  of  Llanferres. 

All  animals  killed  were  inspected  prior  to  release  for  sale  to  the 
public. 

The  following  meat  was  condemned  during  the  year: — 


27  Sheeps  Plucks. 

1 Pig  Pluck. 

Number  of  visits  made  to  slaughterhouses  for  meat 

inspection  62 

Number  of  visits  made  to  slaughterhouses  (apart  from 
meat  inspection)  3 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

Scheme  1,  la  and  2 — Llanarmon,  Llandegla  and  Bryneglwys. — 

A new  main  which  will  link  existing  supplies  at  Llanarmon  and 
Llandegla  will  be  completed  early  in  1956. 

Extensions  to  the  Bryneglwys,  Llandegla  and  Llanarmon  areas, 
necessitating  the  construction  of  service  reservoirs  at  Llandegla  and 
Bryneglwys,  will  be  commenced  in  1956. 

Scheme  V. — The  laying  of  a new  main  to  Waen  (Aberwheeler) 
and  the  construction  of  a new  service  reservoir  near  Llangwyfan 
Hospital  has  been  completed. 

The  construction  of  a new  service  reservoir  at  Saron  and  the 
extension  of  supplies  to  the  parishes  of  Llanrhaeadr,  Llanynys  and 
Gyffylliog  will  be  completed  in  1956. 

The  following  are  the  reports  on  samples  of  water  sent  for 
bacteriological  examination  during  the  year: — 


Name  of  place  where 
sample  was  taken. 

Date. 

Result. 

Borehole  Supply 

21/1/55 

Class 

1.  Highly  Satisfactory. 

31/1/55 

„ 

„ 

24/5/55 

99 

99  99 

„ 

26/7/55 

99 

99  99 

20/9/55 

99 

99  99 

„ 

8/11/55 

99 

Satisfactory. 

»> 

15/11/55 

99 

99 

„ 

15/11/55 

99 

99 

22/11/55 

99 

„ 

22/11/55 

99 

„ 

15 


99 

29/11/55 

Prion  Supply 

29/11/55 

27/6/55 

99 

26/7/55 

99 

20/9/55 

11/10/55 

„ Filtered 

25/10/55 

„ Llewesog  Lodge 

25/10/55 

8/11/55 

„ Filtered 

15/11/55 

„ Llewesog  Lodge 

15/11/55 

„ Llewesog  Lodge 

22/11/55 

„ Alms  Houses 

22/11/55 

„ Llewesog  Lodge 

29/11/55 

„ Alms  Houses 

29/11/55 

- 

13/12/55 

6/12/55 

9t 

6/12/55 

13/12/55 

99 

13/12/55 

99 

20/12/55 

20/12/55 

Cricor 

31/5/55 

21/3/55 

99 

24/5/55 

99 

28/6/55 

11/10/55 

Llanferres  Supply 

21/3/55 

25/4/55 

99 

28/6/55 

99 

6/12/55 

„ (Graianrhyd) 

6/12/55 

Llandegla 

25/4/55 

99 

21/7/55 

„ (Penstryt) 

26/7/55 

„ (School) 

26/7/55 

99 

6/12/55 

Gyffylliog 

24/5/55 

Birkenhead 

25/4/55 

99 

29/11/55 

Bryneglwys  Old  supply 

25/4/55 

„ New  supply 

25/4/55 

99 

8/11/55 

99 

15/11/55 

99 

22/11/55 

Prion  & Llanynys 

Borehole 

11/10/55 

99 

8/11/55 

99 

31/1/55 

21/3/55 

99 

24/5/55 

Borehole,  Prion 

Nant-y-Ne  Supply 

20/9/55 

11/10/55 

Llanynys  Borehole 

& Nant-y-Ne  Supply 

31/1/55 

c 

99  99 

Class  3.  Unsatisfactory. 

99  99 

Class  1.  Satisfactory. 

Class  2.  Not  quite  up  to  standard. 

„ Satisfactory. 

„ Unsatisfactory. 

Class  4.  Unsatisfactory. 

„ Satisfactory. 

„ Unsatisfactory. 

Class  1.  Satisfactory. 

Class  4.  Unsatisfactory. 

Class  3.  Unsatisfactory. 

Class  1.  Satisfactory. 

Class  3.  Unsatisfactory  for 
chlorinated  water. 

Class  1.  Satisfactory. 

99  99 

99  99 

99  99 

99  99 

99  99 

Class  1.  Highly  Satisfactory. 

99  99  99 

Class  2.  Satisfactory. 

Class  1.  Satisfactory. 

Class  3.  Suspicious. 

Class  1.  Highly  Satisfactory. 

99  99  99 

„ Satisfactory. 

Class  1.  Satisfactory. 

Class  4.  Unsatisfactory. 

Class  1.  Highly  Satisfactory. 

„ Moderately  contaminated. 

„ Considerably  contaminated 
„ Moderately  contaminated. 

Class  3.  Suspicious. 

Class  4.  Unsatisfactory. 

Class  1.  Highly  Satisfactory. 

„ Satisfactory. 

Class  1.  Highly  Satisfactory. 

99  99  99 

Class  4.  Unsatisfactory. 

„ Moderately  contaminated. 

„ Unsatisfactory. 

Class  1.  Satisfactory. 

Class  1.  Highly  Satisfactory. 


Class  3.  Unsatisfactory  for 
chlorinated  water. 
Unsatisfactory  for 
chlorinated  water. 

Class  1.  Highly  Satisfactory. 
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All  unsatisfactory  reports  were  followed  up.  In  some  cases,  con- 
tamination was  due  to  low  level  of  water  in  the  streams  and  the 
proximity  or  sheep  to  the  catchment  area.  Every  endeavour  has 
been  made  to  rectify  the  trouble  by  frequent  flushing.  When  the 
new  main  is  completed  in  Scheme  1,  la  and  2 and  the  extensions 
are  completed,  these  areas  should  have  a wholesome  supply  of 
water.  Similarly,  water  to  the  parishes  of  Llanrhaeadr,  Llanynys 
and  Gyffylliog  will  improve  after  the  completion  of  the  Saron 
reservoir. 


HOUSING 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 

A preliminary  survey  of  all  the  houses  in  the  district  was 
completed  during  the  year.  The  survey  revealed  that  out  of  a total 
of  3,069  houses  in  the  district,  130  are  unfit  for  human  habitation 
within  the  meaning  of  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act,  1954,  and  suitable  for  action  under  Section  11  or  Section  25 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  This  figure  may  be  increased  eventually 
by  including  houses  which  are  now  in  a slightly  better  condition. 
This  will  occur  where  informal  or  other  action  has  not  been  success- 
ful in  obtaining  the  required  improvements.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  figure  may  be  considerably  reduced  as  owners  submit  proposals 
to  bring  unfit  houses  up  to  the  required  standard.  Owners  might 
also  take  advantage  of  Improvement  Grants  now  available,  whichs 
in  many  cases,  would  obviate  the  need  for  formal  action  by  the 
Council. 

Section  1.  — Form  of  Proposals 

Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  local  authority’s 

area  3069 

PART  I.  The  total  problem. 

(1)  Estimated  number  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
within  the  meaning  of  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954,  and  suitable  for  action  under 


Section  11  or  Section  25  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  130 

(2)  Period  in  years  which  the  Council  think  necessary  for 

securing  the  demolition  of  all  the  houses  (1)  5 


PART  II.  Orders  already  made,  etc. 

(3)  Number  of  houses  in  (1)  in  Clearance  areas  and  already 
covered  by  operative  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase 
orders  or  owned  by  the  local  authority  Nil 
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(4)  Number  of  houses  which  are  already  in  clearance  areas 

for  which  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase  orders  have 
been  submitted  to  the  Minister  but  have  not  yet  become 
operative  Nil 

PART  III.  Action  in  the  first  five  years. 

(5)  Number  of  houses  which  are  already  in  clearance  areas 

and  for  which  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase  orders 
are  to  be  made  or  which  are  to  be  purchased  by  agree- 
ment within  the  five  years  Nil 

(6)  Number  of  houses  which  are  to  be  included  in  clearance 

areas  still  to  be  declared  and  which  within  the  five  years 
will  be  owned  by  the  local  authority  or  will  have  been 
included  in  a clearance  order  or  a compulsory  purchase 


order  submitted  to  the  Minister  Nil 

(7)  Number  of  houses  under  (3),  (4),  (5)  and  (6)  to  be 
patched  (if  necessary)  and  retained  within  the  five  years 
under  Section  2 of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act, 

1954,  for  temporary  accommodation  Nil 

(8)  Number  of  houses  under  (3),  (4),  (5)  and  (6)  to  be 

demolished  in  the  five  years  Nil 

(9)  Number  of  houses  (including  those  already  comprised 

in  operative  demolition  orders)  to  be  demolished  in  the 
five  years  as  a result  of  action  under  Section  11  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  130 


Forty-nine  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  38  of  these  being 
built  by  the  Council,  and  11  by  private  enterprice.  Five  buildings 
were  converted  into  dwellings. 

Twenty-two  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  were  received, 
and  of  this  number,  19  were  approved,  1 disapproved  and  3 were 
receiving  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Inspections  of  the  Council  Houses  in  the  district  were  regularly 
carried  out,  and  with  very  few  exceptions  they  were  found  to  be 
kept  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Schools 

The  Council  have  again  been  concerned  with  the  drainage  and 
sanitary  accommodation  at  Llanrhaeadr  School. 

The  conversion  of  the  pail  closets  to  water  closets  at  Llanelidan 
School  was  completed  during  the  year.  It  is  hoped  that  all  schools 
in  the  area  will  be  provided  with  water  closets  in  the  very  near 
future. 

Sewage  Disposal 

Great  progress  has  been  accomplished  during  the  year  with 
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1 


respect  to  the  construction  of  the  new  sewerage  schemes  reported 
in  detail  in  previous  reports. 


During  the  year  the  Rhewl  and  Gellifor  Sewerage  and  Sewage 
Disposal  Scheme  was  completed.  Schemes  for  the  villages  of 
Erryrys,  Llanarmon,  Llandegla  and  Llanfair  D.C.  were  not  com- 
menced during  1955,  but  it  is  hoped  that  these  schemes  will  be 
started  early  in  1956. 


Closet  Accommodation 

During  the  year,  30  new  Water  Closets  were  provided  for  existing 
premises. 

Drains 

Thirty-four  cases  of  defective  drainage  were  dealt  with,  and  in 
13  cases  new  drains  were  laid. 

Number  of  visits  regarding  drainage 253 

Rodent  Control 

The  Council  has  a rodent  control  service  in  operation  and 
employs  a part-time  Rodent  Operative  who  carries  out  the  practical 
work  of  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

As  a general  rule,  a charge  is  made  for  this  service  in  respect  of 
treatments  of  business  premises,  and  private  dwelling-houses  are 
treated  free  of  charge. 

By  regular  visiting,  any  infestations  are  found  and  dealt  with 
before  they  reach  serious  proportions,  and  the  sewers  are  treated 
twice  a year. 


Factories  and  Workshops 

Garages  5 

Flour  Mills  3 

Electric  Light  Works  1 

Sawmills  4 

Bakehouses  1 

Building  Trades  5 

Milk  Factory  . 1 

Quarries  6 

Others  7 


Number  of  visits  made  to  Factories 


44 


No  serious  contravention  of  the  Factories  Acts  were  found,  some 
minor  contraventions  were  dealt  with  verbally  at  the  time  of  inspec- 
tion. 
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Refuse  Collection 

Refuse  is  removed  fortnightly  from  all  dwelling  houses  by  the 
Council’s  manual  employees  under  the  control  of  the  Surveyor,  as 
part  of  the  rate  fund  services.  Trade  refuse  from  business  premises 
and  refuse  from  farms,  however,  is  not  removed  by  the  Council, 
the  occupiers  of  these  premises  having  to  make  their  own  arrange- 
ments for  its  disposal. 

The  very  few  complaints  received  during  the  year  were  investiga- 
ted and  promptly  dealt  with. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  Controlled 
by  By-laws  or  Regulations 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  or  hop-pickers  in  the  district. 

Rag  Flock  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  premises  within  the  district  in  which  Rag  Flock  is 
manufactured,  used  or  sold. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

No  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  pollution  of  rivers 
or  streams  in  the  district. 


Summary  and  Classification  of  Visits  made  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors 

Visits  made  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  1849 


Visits  made  in  respect  of  drainage  work  285 

Visits  to  Council  Houses  471 

Visits  in  respect  of  water  supplies  67 

Visits  to  Bakehouses  3 

Visits  for  Food  Inspection  125 

Visits  for  Meat  Inspection  62 

Visits  to  investigate  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  39 

Disinfections  15 

Visits  to  Factories  and  Workshops  44 

Visits  to  Schools  19 
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